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across Mysore. Some added portions and stayed to rule
here, exacting tribute from neighbouring palegars (chief-
tains). Others ruled it as feudatories of an empire beyond,
and others again carved off districts and left the rest to
the confused, almost interminable scuffling for terri-
tory, and the frenzied flights of petty chiefs.

Like rocks in a surging sea, a few facts stand out firmly.
Though authorities are divided as to whether Mysore is
identical with the Mahishmati of the Pandava Prince
Sahadeva's expedition, mentioned in the Mahabharata, it
does seem indisputable that Mysore is the Mahisha-
mandala to which King Asoka sent a mission, to propagate
the faith of Gautama Buddha, in the third century before
Christ.

It seems equally certain that in A.D. 985 a Chola prince,
Raja-raja-Deva, ruled not only most of Mysore, but a
realm which included Ceylon and a large part of the
Madras Presidency.1

The introduction to the Epigraphia Carnatica (Mysore
I, p. 1) gives the following dates for the chief of the
innumerable dynasties that have struggled for the mastery
of what, within shifting boundaries, was Mysore:
Gangas         ...         ...        ...      A.D.   103-1022

Cholas          .........             1007-1113

Hoysalas      .........             1117-1341

Vijayanagar ...          ...          ...             1358-1704

Mysore         ...          ......             1616

All these dynasties, as Father Tabard pointed out,
* claim for themselves an antiquity more hoary than the
rest'. The Mysore dynasty is traced back to Raja-Bhopa,
of the great Gautama-Gotra* and the greater Lunar race.

1 Early History of India, by Vincent A. Smith, p. 77.
8 G6tra=family or lineage.